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New Fund Supports Career Readiness for Tawas Area Students

“| like to be in charge. | have a t-shirt that says so.”

In true fashion, Mary Jeanne Klenow (pictured
below), 94, has taken charge of her own legacy,
putting it to use to ensure students from her home
community succeed in life, and doing so by giving
back in a rather unique way.

“l wanted to support what | consider to be ‘home’,
and my hope is that once a student leaves high
school or college, all these kids are going to be
doing whatever work they’re passionate about —
something they love doing,” says Mary Jeanne. “It’s
like planting seeds, isn’t it? Seeds for the world to
be a better place.”

Mary Jeanne grew up in East Tawas and graduated
from Tawas Area High School. Her hometown and
the people in it hold a special place in her heart.
In spring of 2023, she established the Henry L.

and Bernice M. Klenow Fund at the losco County
Community Foundation (ICCF). This permanent
endowment is helping to provide funding for a full-
time Career Development Coordinator whose time
is dedicated to helping students in grades

8-12 at Tawas Area Schools with career and/or
college readiness.

Mary Jeanne connected with the losco County
Community Foundation through ICCF Board

President, Cliff Miller, whom she has known for
many years. Cliff then helped her to connect to

community members with intimate knowledge of
local schools, and with Foundation staff who could
help facilitate her donation. After two years of
meetings, planning, researching, and identifying
gaps that could be filled to help students be
successful in life after high school, Mary Jeanne
ultimately decided on establishing this field of
interest fund to help students from her hometown.

“Over the course of many conversations, we
discovered that there were limited resources for
students desiring to explore options post-high
school. There are good things being done by our
school system, but there are also so many kids to try
to help,” says Cliff Miller. “Part of the vision for Mary
Jeanne’s fund is that this private-public collaboration
becomes a successful and replicable model that

can eventually be adopted by other schools and
communities to be deployed locally, regionally, and
hopefully even nationally.”

Mary Jeanne says she is excited and hopeful to learn
how this program helps students down the road.

“It’s better than anything | could have imagined.
Knowing that we’ve planted these seeds, and that
we’ll help these wonderful people grow and become
what they’re meant to be, it’s a wonderful feeling.”

Now that this fund has been established, anyone can
give to it at any time, and in any amount.
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2023 Donors - Thank you!

On behalf of the many community organizations and students that benefit from your generosity, the ICCF Board of Directors thanks you!
Donors listed here gave during our 2023 fiscal year (October 1, 2022 - September 30, 2023).

Alcona Citizens for Health, Inc.
Sue A. Alexander
Stacey Alioto
James R. and Kathleen A. Allen
Almo Manifold and Tool Company
Floyd Andrick
Anonymous
Peter Barbier
Bernard Building Center
Joseph Bettega
Big Bob’s Restaurant
Jennifer Bolen
Michael J. and Susan H. Burskey
Gary A. and Christine Cameron
Steven P. and Patti L. Casey
Byron and Margaret Charters
Colvin’s Plumbing and Heating
Community Foundation for
Northeast Michigan
Corky’s Corner Store
The James H. and
Kathryn M. Cox Trust
Kathy Currie
Dee’s Pizza Pad
Charles and Helen Dorcey
Phyllis E. Druley
Dryden Family Foundation
Katherine Duffy
Susan Duncan and
Larry VanWagoner
Paul J. and Margaret Elkins
Janet L. Ernst
Bernard D. and Kathleen M. Fegan
Susan G. Freel
Friends of the East Tawas Library
Dennis R. and Denise E. Fuerst
Cristi Gettel
Lawrence and Carla
Hale Area F.I.S.H.
Hale Chiropractic PC
Hale Hardware
Hale Insurance Agency
Hale School Alumni
Stan and Eileen Hall
John and Jeanne Hamilton

C.A. Hanes Reality, Inc.
Jeffrey Hansen

Happy Acres Real Estate PLLC
Hard Hat Bar

Sharon A. Huitema

Huron Pines

Scott and Neva

Andrew Johnson

Suzanne Kagebein

Mary Jeanne Klenow

Laidlaw Foundation

John and Dorothy

Dr. John L. Lesneski D.D.S.
Richard D. McLellan

Mikey’s Pizzeria Hale

Clifford C. and Kristi Miller
Guy and Stephanie Moulthrop
Annette Mueller

Arthur Nicander

Paul Nice

Elliott N. Otis

Leslie Owen

James Pawloski

Stephen J. Pawloski

Joseph A. and Carole J. Plunkey
Rhonda Provoast

Bill and Sue Ratzer

Nick and Malia Robb

Jay Samuels

Scofield Real Estate, LLC

Judy L. Secord

Ronald and Louise Shoksydner
Shorts Autos LLC

Jean Smith

Janet Smith-Flaherty

Estate of Katharine Sozanski
Evan R. St. Aubin

Alan J. Stephenson

Mark and Suzanne Sterling
Sunrise Side Lifelong Learning
Janet A. Swenson

Janet M. Swenson

Tawas Area Education Foundation
Tawas United Fund

Melody Taylor

The Victorian Cafe

The Woodworkers Shoppe, Inc.

Candace M. Thomas

Janet Thompson

TCA Insurance

Thunder Bay Audubon Society
Memorial Fund

David A. Tunney

Patrick W. and Linda C. Voelker

David L. and Stephanie S. Wentworth

David L. Wentworth II, Beth Jensen,
William Wentworth and
Charlie Wentworth

Wilson Trucking and Excavating

Carole Wilson Real Estate

Penny L. Wilson

#GIVINGTUESDAYNEMI '

Thank you to the following donors who
participated in the Foundation’s Giving
Tuesday Northeast Michigan 2023
campaign, helping to raise 57,035 for
ten losco County nonprofits.

Kelly Alexander

Michelle Bacarella

Blinda Baker

Vicki Barnes

Amanda Bergeron

Janice Bolen

Gloria Brooks

Barbara Bruske

Patti Casey

Brenda Chadwick

Marian and Norm Charters

Gina DeMeyere

Cynthia Donnenwerth

Kathleen Dyki

Susan Eyth

Denise Fladeboe
Heidi Huber
Matthew Huss
Julie Jacobsen
Tonda Jordan
Richard A. Karshneski
Susan Keyes
Roseanne King
Brenda M. Kinnunen
Ryan Ladley
Marcia Lesinski
Alexander Mark
Christopher Martin
Sandra McAlpine
Cynthia McGowen
Ellen Mielock
Molly Minard

Sue Nelson

Tanya Nuttall

Nina Oloughlin
Stephanie Olson
Rhonda Perri
Margaret Pestka
Patricia Phillips
Carole Plunkey
Joseph Plunkey
Richard Schneider
Alan Seiferlein
Sharon Sheldon
Jacob Shinners
Louise Shoksnyder
Daniel Stock
Ludwig J. Tischler
April Valley

Van Etten Lake Association
Judith Werth

Sheri Williams
James Williams
Chris Zimmel

The Community Foundation makes every effort to recognize our donors
properly. If we have unintentionally omitted or misspelled your name, please
accept our sincerest apologies and advise us of corrections to be made.

Chevis Fund Provides $200,000 Grant to Hospital

In 2023, a $200,000 grant to Ascension St. Joseph Foundation to support three capital
projects for Ascension St. Joseph Hospital in Tawas City was awarded from the losco

County Community Foundation.

The grant comes from the Mary Jane Chevis Endowment Fund at ICCF. This fund was

originally established in 2008 through the Chevis Family Trust for the benefit of Tawas St.
Joseph Hospital (currently Ascension St. Joseph Hospital as of this publication). Mary Jane
Chevis and her husband, Paul (pictured left) were long-time residents of the Tawas area,
and were founders and partners of Tawas Plating.

The $200,000 grant was used to upgrade and replace equipment for performing cataract
surgeries; towards a Neoprobe, which is used to detect and surgically treat breast cancer;
and for an IT system for the Hospital’s obstetrics physicians and clinical staff to use during
pregnancy care and delivery procedures.

“This fund is an incredible example of the power of endowments, and how a fund like this can provide a long-
term, reliable income stream for a nonprofit,” said Christine Hitch, ICCF’s Affiliate Director. “The Chevises wanted
to support the local hospital and wanted the hospital’s foundation board to have the power to request funds as
needed. They also wanted to ensure the funds would always stay local for the benefit of an losco County hospital.
This fund has already granted out nearly the amount of the original gift.”
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2023 Financial Snapshot

These numbers reflect financials for the 2023 fiscal year,
October 1, 2022 - September 30, 2023.

Mission

We will serve as a catalyst and
resource to inspire private giving for the

betterment of losco County. By
encouraging thoughtful and sustainable

philanthropic choices, we will match charitable
interests with local needs to enhance the
community’s quality of life
for good, for ever.

ICCF BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Cliff C. Miller, President
Pauline Ferns, Vice President
Kelly Alexander
Mark Fore
Timothy Haskin
Andrew Johnson
Tony Ommani
Malia Robb
Evan St. Aubin
Liam Strauer

Toll-free: 877.354.6881
www.iccf-online.org

ICCF is an affiliate of the Community
Foundation for Northeast Michigan.
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Grants &
Scholarships

$387,617

Pegasus Springs’Thé’rapeutic Riding
Center’s “Project Steadfast” )
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Two losco County Residents Named Citizens of the Year

In 2023, ICCF named Linda Hock, of Oscoda,
as the 2023 Citizen of the Year. Axel
Raybourn, 18, of Oscoda, was named 2023
Junior Citizen of the Year. The Citizen of the
Year award was created by ICCF to honor
an adult and youth in losco County who go
above and beyond by giving of

their time, talent and/or resources to help
their community.

Linda Hock is the Board President for the
Oscoda AuSable Senior Center where she
has volunteered for 30 years. She also has
been involved with losco County’s Quota
International Club, the Hope Shores Alliance
store in Oscoda, fundraising for the Muscular
Dystrophy Association, Shoreline Players
Theatre, Girl Scouts, and Christian Women Left to right: Timothy Haskin, Evan St. Aubin, Andrew Johnson,
in Action. Tony Ommani, Linda Hock, Cliff Miller, Axel Raybourn, Malia
Robb, and Christine Hitch
Axel Raybourn was chosen as the 2023 Junior
Citizen of the Year. Axel graduated from Oscoda
High School in 2023. As a dually-enrolled college

working on projects to improve sanitation. Axel was
also part of his school’s marching band, Oscoda United

student at Alpena Community College, he Methodist Church youth group, Tawas Community

tutored other students in his G | Concert Band, National Honor Society, Oscoda High
Clljagsr_ewﬁat?;:”l:, s?cgosdlgutlsto a:r;scncgg(g;;?ge School Robotics Team, Rocket Club, and Oscoda’s Track

about Axel was his drive to be involved in his and Swim teams.

community, and to help others. He served as the " .
student representative on the Oscoda School We are so honored to be able to recognize these two

board and the Oscoda United Way board. He has incredible individuals for the difference they are making
also been active in the Oscoda High Scho;)I Rotary for our community and in the lives of others,” said ICCF
Interact Club where he contributed over 120 Board President Cliff Miller. “Linda is involved in so many

hours of community service and raised money activities, apd she doeg it all from the goodness of her

to help end polio. In fact, when Axel was chosen heart. Axel is an |nc.red|bly weII-r.ounded young man

for this award, ICCF staff were unable to reach who seems dgtermlned to use-hls talents to do good

him right away because he was in an extremely whereve_r he is. 2023 was the first year yve've honore_d a
impoverished area of the Dominican Republic youth with an award like this, and Axel is well-deserving.”

Left: ICCF Board Member Kelly Alexander (far right) visited Oscoda Area Schools to see a 55,000 Community Improvement
Grant for a “sensory room” project put to use. Right: ICCF Board Members Liam Strauer and Evan St. Aubin visited
Heritage Coast Sailing & Rowing during a youth safety patrol boat-building project that was funded with support from a
53,600 Community Improvement Grant.
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losco County Community Foundation 2023 Fiscal Year Grants
(October 1, 2022 - September 30, 2023)

losco County Community Improvement Grants

05c0da Area SChOOIS.......ccceeeeeeeereeeeseeeseeesneessessaneenees $5,000
Calming/Sensory Room Project at
Richardson Elementary School

Oscoda United Methodist Church............cccecevrerurereneen. $2,830
Loaves and Fishes Relief Support

Heritage Coast Sailing and ROWINg.........cccceceervieerinnncen. $3,600
Youth Programs Safety Patrol Boat

Pegasus Springs Therapeutic Riding Center................... $2,830
Project Steadfast/Capacity Building

Quota Club of losco County Charitable Foundation......$2,910

“Quota Cares” Suitcases (pictured on front cover)

Unrestricted, Donor Advised
and Agency/Designated Funds

losco County Humane Society Fund

Agency Fund

losco County Humane Society $8,000 | William and Marcia Hopcroft
Memorial Fund
Jess D. and Patricia A. Clark Fund
Alabaster Township for Lake Improvement Fund
Huron Coastal Preserve $6,000

Jerry and Marge Cotter Fund
Leo J. Kipfmueller Fund for the Summer
Remedial Clinics $200

Laidlaw Foundation Fund
Autism Alliance of Michigan S
Friends of the Alger Theater S
Hope Shores Alliance S
Life Changers Ministry $3,000
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute S
Planned Parenthood of

Helena, Montana g

Sunrise Side Lifelong Learning

losco County Museum
Endowment Fund

losco County Community Foundation

ICCF Scholarships

The following scholarship funds

held within ICCF distributed a total

of §103,000 to various colleges,
institutions and universities to support
losco County students.

3,000 e Dean and Marge Arbour Memorial
Scholarship - Tawas

3,000  Tawas Area Education Foundation
Joseph Barkman Scholarship
1,500 e Jess D. and Patricia A. Clark

losco County Youth Advisory Council Grants

Alabaster TOWNShip.......cccceceereeeerrencnerseecseeseesseesneseesnnes $1,000
Lake Huron Coastal Preserve Trail

Ascension St. Joseph Foundation.................ceeveeeeee. $1,000
Reach Out and Read

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church............cccccceeenneee. $1,200
Feeding Hungry Students

Eastern National Forest Interpretive Association....... $1,000
losco County Trailhead Restroom Mural Art Project

losco County Coats for Kids.........cceuvrerrerrerrerrersnrserseesenns $1,000
“Happy Feet” Project

Northeast Michigan Community Service Agency......$1,000
Community Education Coordinator Classroom

Pegasus Springs TherapeuticRiding Center............... $1,511
Stronger Minds/Stable Future

Palomino Hope Equine EXperience.........cccceuveeeereenns $2,500

Fence Repair and Improvement Project

Tawas Wellness Warriors.......ccceeeveeeereneereeeceeeneeeenennes $1,500
Wellness Workshops for Teens

2023 ICCF
Scholarship Recipients

$4,941

Granite Barringer
Grace Bergquist
Joshua Bruno
$940 Delani Butzin
Addison Cota
Joseph Ernst
Vincent Frank

Alaina Grover

Emma Hayes

Olivia Hemker

Abigail Herbolsheimer

Natalie Klinger
Madelyn Koning
Colleen Kubisiak
Jeslyn Laloice
Grace Look
Jacob Look
Addison Ludwig
Taylor Marine
Hunter McCadie
Evan Mochty
Miranda Nickell
Katelyn Papenfus
Alexandra Perrot
Christine Qiu
Leslie Roth
Dorothy Tyo

Alexander Kaems
Kaylee Kaems
Gage Kangas

Cole Katterman
Dalaney Kimmerer
Elise Klinger

The Friendship Center 1,500 scholarship Us(e yoqr.smc}rtpli_one to )scan below
Diana Smith Youth Theater Fun ¢ Tawas Area Education Foundation or visit iccj-online.org) to see a
ShaO rglisne E Iay?el:: eater Fund 5295 Coyle Scholarship comph;,te Ilsm;,g of ICCF funds and
i ) * George E. & Dorothy M. Green what each one supports.

Marie Samuelson Scholarship Fund Scholarship Fund
Holy Family School $6,000 e Hale Education Fund Scholarship
Joseph Barkman Scholarship Fund e Carl & Christine Huebner Scholarship
Tawas Area Education Foundation * Tawas Area Education Foundation

Barkman Fund $3,500 Jensen Scholarship

Mary Jane Chevis Endowment Fund

Foundation $200,000

St. Joseph Educational Foundation * Michael Wentworth Memorial
Agency Fund Scholarship Fund

Holy Family School $9 860 e Elmer & Eliza Werth Fund

e Tawas Area Education Foundation
Clifford R. Lonsbury Scholarship

Ascension St. Joseph e Tawas Beach Club Scholarship

e Tawas Football Alumni Assoc. Fund

If you are interested in establishing
a charitable fund to support the
causes closest to your heart,

contact us so we can help you
make a gift in the way that works
best for you, and your community.




