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We connect people who care about 
the future of Crawford, Ogemaw and 

Oscoda Counties with the causes 
closest to their hearts. By encouraging 

individuals to create permanent 
charitable endowments to meet the  

ever-changing needs of our  
communities, we can match donors’ 
charitable interests with worthwhile 

causes by giving grants and 
scholarships to area programs 

and students.
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Most of us are passionate about something. Our family, our home, our 
community, a hobby, our work. Often times, our passions extend beyond 
ourselves, if we let them.
The past 20 years for the North Central Michigan Community Foundation 
(NCMCF) are filled with stories of passion and deep-rooted caring for our 
community, all of which led to incredible generosity. The result of that generosity 
is the many grants you see in this 2017 Annual Report.
 As we look to the future of Crawford, Ogemaw and Oscoda Counties, we 
are honored to be able to share stories of those making a difference in our 
communities, and to celebrate what your generous donations have helped to 
accomplish in the North Central Michigan region. 

With warmest regards and appreciation,
NCMCF Board of Directors

A Message from the NCMCF Board of Directors
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Hot Cocoa and Snow Shoes

NCMCF Grant Supports Wellness Education
An innovative program of Tolfree Foundation’s BioFest gave over 500 people a front-end, 
hands-on experience in food production aimed at encouraging healthy lifestyles for children 
and community members.

Tolfree Foundation’s “Garden...Plate...Wellness” program 
during BioFest 2017 was supported through a North 
Central Michigan Community Foundation Community 
Impact Grant, and helped educate participants on how 
to grow, eat and exercise to stay or become healthy.

“Even in rural, agricultural communities, many do not 
have access to freshly grown fruits and vegetables,” 
said Tolfree Foundation Executive Director, Cynthia 
Longchamps. “Due to budgetary constraints, many 
consumers buy cheap foods, high in calories and 

preservatives, rather than expensive, healthier alternatives.”

Through this program, participants learned how to vermicompost (using worms in the 
composting process) and how to grow plants in hydroponic units. Students also had 
the opportunity to design something 
beneficial for humans with the 
knowledge they gained during 
the program.

One seventh-grade student 
commented that the program “taught 
us to think of nature more than just a 
tree or leaf, but of how we can sustain 
ourselves through it, if we learn from 
it and use it to better ourselves.”

Surline Middle School students win contest for their 
“WormEater Waste Bin”.

Small grants can go a long way, 
and that is certainly true for 
a $255 grant to HeadWaters 
Land Conservancy. This grant 
provided funding for hot cocoa, 
refreshement supplies and 
snowshoe rental expenses for a 
snowshoe hike in the Wakeley 
Lake Area.

Grant Brings Theater to Local Youth
With the help of $3,000 in grant 
funding from the Crawford, 
Ogemaw and Oscoda County Youth 
Advisory Councils (YACs), Alpena’s 
Thunder Bay Theatre is bringing 
its educational tour to students in 
our region. Programs will include 
live performances and theatrical-
based workshops.



Community Impact Grants 
 
Crawford County Community Endowment Fund
Boy Scouts of America MI Crossroads         $1,000
    Comprehensive Youth Development     
Headwaters Land Conservancy                        $255
    Snowshoe Hike at Wakeley Lake Area   
Thunder Bay Theatre                                      $1,000 
    TBT Educational Tour 
 
Ogemaw County Community Endowment Fund
City of West Branch                                        $1,000
    River Walk Rain Garden                           
Human Trafficking Community Group            $300
    Human Trafficking Presentation                   
Ogemaw Hills Free Clinic                                $1,000
    Personal Care Closet                             
Thunder Bay Theatre                                      $1,000
    TBT Educational Tour                             
 
Oscoda County Community Endowment Fund
Boy Scouts of America MI Crossroads         $1,000   
    Comprehensive Youth Development                  
His Love Family Resources                                $300  
   Personal Care Supplies                           
Thunder Bay Theatre                                      $1,000 
    TBT Educational Tour                             
 
Youth Advisory Council (YAC) Grants 
 
Crawford County Kellogg Youth Fund
Catholic Human Services, Inc.                            $1,000 
    Crawford County Youth Drug-Free Task Force       
Grayling High School                                          $53
    Viking Food Pantry
Northern MI Children’s Assessment Ctr.     $1,000
    Outreach and Awareness Campaign              
 
Ogemaw County Kellogg Youth Fund
City of West Branch                                         $1,250
    Summer Music Series                              
Hospice of Helping Hands                              $2,500 
    Camp Warm Hearts Family Grief/Healing Event
Iosco County Coats for Kids                          $2,500
    Coats for Whittemore-Prescott Students           
Northern MI Children’s Assessment Ctr.     $1,500
    Outreach and Awareness Campaign                  
St. Joseph School                                             $1,000
    Ga Ga Ball Pit                                   
Tolfree Foundation                                            $500
    Garden...Plate...Wellness                        
West Branch - Rose City Schools                  $2,500
    OHHS Falcon Raingarden Park   
 
Oscoda County Kellogg Youth Fund
Mio AuSable Schools                                          $300
    Youth in Government            
Northern MI Children’s Assessment Ctr.     $1,000
    Outreach and Awareness Campaign                  
Oscoda County Library                                    $1,000 
    Literature to Life “The Giver” by Lois Lowry     

AuSable River Property Owners Association Fund 
Upper AuSable River Cedar
    Restoration Project                                         $250

Crawford AuSable School District Scholarship Fund
Crawford AuSable Excellence in
    Education Foundation                              $13,256

3

2017 Grant Awards

 TOTAL ASSETS  TOTAL GIFTS  GRANTS AWARDED

   $4,767,408     $359,934          $127,286

North Central Michigan Community Foundation 
Financial Summary 

(January 1 through December 31, 2017)

Briney Ethical Fund
Medford Area Senior High School                           $100

Crawford AuSable Excellence in Education 
    Foundation Fund
Central Michigan University                                $500

G. Jerome Kesseler Memorial Scholarship Fund
Central Michigan University                          $1,000                 

Grayling Kiwanis Club General Fund
University of Michigan                                            $500

Loretta Sorenson Kesseler Memorial Scholarship Fund
Saginaw Valley State University                    $1,000

Crawford Spendable Tobacco Settlement Fund
Crawford County Community Christian
    HELP Center                                               $1,000

Ward C. Taylor Memorial Endowment Fund
Wellington Farm Park, Inc.                                $151    
                                           
Kirtland Community College Educational Fund 
Kirtland Community College                         $4,105

Crystal Bohlinger Memorial Scholarship Fund
Adrian College                                                  $500

ESP Jerry Bunch Memorial Scholarship Fund
University of Dayton                                    $1,200

ESP Maxine Calvin Memorial Scholarship Fund
Kendall College of Art & Design                        $400

Cindy Short Memorial Scholarship Fund
Grand Valley State University                            $500

ESP Daniel Wilber Memorial Scholarship Fund
Ferris State University                                    $800
Saginaw Valley State University     $800

ESP Edwin Shiel Memorial Fund
Educational Support Partnership Fnd.         $2,331
West Branch - Rose City Schools                  $1,191 

Educational Support Partnership Scholarship Fund
Central Michigan University                      $1,200
Delta College          $600
Educational Support Partnership Fnd.        $3,592
Kirtland Community College        $600
Michigan Technological University                                      $600 
West Branch - Rose City Schools                  $1,200 

Craig Funsch Scholarship Fund for Whittemore
    Prescott High School
Ohio Technical College        $350

Craig Funsch Memorial Scholarship Fund for
    Ogemaw Heights High School
Delta College        $500

Reynold A. Gogarn Memorial Scholarship Fund
Central Michigan University         $6,000
Case Western Reserve University        $2,000
Lake Superior State University         $2,000
Michigan State University        $2,000
Michigan Technological University        $2,000
Mid-Michigan Community College         $2,000
Spring Arbor University                $2,000
University of Michigan           $2,000
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Holton Family Fund for Math, Science and the Arts
Educational Support Partnership Fnd.           $800
West Branch - Rose City Schools                      $120

J.L. Howard Fund
Hospice of Helping Hands                            $24,987

ESP Irene McMinn Scholarship Fund
Fayetteville Technical Community College           $600
Saginaw Valley State University       $600

West Branch Kiwanis Club Education Fund
Mid-Michigan Community College      $1,000
Michigan Technological Institute      $1,000

Sheryl Krantz Memorial Scholarship Fund
Ohio Technical College       $1,000
Saginaw Valley State University      $1,000

ESP Ogemaw Heights Student Activities
    Scholarship Fund
Kirtland Community College      $900

Optimist Club of West Branch Education Fund
Michigan Technological University      $1,500
Michigan State University       $1,500

ESP Richard Pauley Memorial Scholarship Fund
Delta College        $500
Saginaw Valley State University      $500

Irene E. Peterson Scholarship Fund
Baker College       $600
Kirtland Community College                                     $600
Saginaw Valley State University     $600                           

Kristin Marie Provoast Memorial Scholarship
Kirtland Community College       $500

Griffin Beverage Scholarship Fund
Central Michigan University       $600
Kirtland Community College      $600
Saginaw Valley State University      $600

ESP Richard Riling Memorial Scholarship Fund
Lansing Community College          $300

ESP Bernice Ruh Scholarship Fund
Delta College           $500
Lake Superior State University   $500

ESP Arthur E. Short Memorial Scholarship Fund
Kirtland Community College       $500

Ogemaw Spendable Tobacco Settlement Fund
Life Choices Resource Center                          $745 

ESP Steuernol & McLaren Funeral Home
    Scholarship Fund
Delta College        $500

John “Jack” G. Thompson Scholarship Fund
Central Michigan University   $450

Tanya Lynn Reilly Memorial Scholarship Fund
Kirtland Community College        $1,000
Saginaw Valley State University     $500
 
 
 
Grants continue on page 4.



ESP VFW Oren Fox Scholarship Fund
Concordia University                     $700
Delta College       $700
 
Willard & Irvadene Wangler Scholarship Fund 
Delta College       $700

Lee H. Ward Memorial Scholarship Fund
Saginaw Valley State University       $500

West Branch High School Endowment
    Scholarship Fund
Kirtland Community College        $1,200
Central Michigan University         $1,200
Baker College         $600
Delta College          $600
Ferris State University        $600
Saginaw Valley State University        $600
Mid-Michigan Community College        $600
St. Louise Community College        $600

Drs. Chris & Mary Chrysler West Branch Family 
    Dentistry Fund
Delta College     $800
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NCMCF 2017 Grants, continued 

Terry Zettel Memorial Scholarship Fund
Kirtland Community College             $3,000

Oscoda County College Fund
Alpena Community College       $500
Calvin College         $500
Ferris State University        $500
Kirtland Community College        $2,500
Northwestern Michigan College        $500
Saginaw Valley State University        $1,500
University of Michigan        $500

Dawson Oaks Memorial Scholarship Fund
Calvin College           $150

Mabel Hager Memorial Fund
Mio United Methodist Church                     $5,000 

St. Mary Church/Our Lady of the Woods Shrine
    Scholarship Fund
Kirtland Community College                        $1,500
University of Michigan          $1,500

Dick & Doris Smith Memorial Scholarship Fund
Alpena Community College         $825
AIS Heavy Equipment Training        $825
Delta College          $825
University of Michigan        $1,650

Oscoda Spendable Tobacco Settlement Fund
Love, INC of Oscoda County                            $300
                                
Sharon Sutton Memorial Scholarship Fund
Kirtland Community College         $1,000

Whaley Steel Scholarship Fund
Alpena Community College        $500
Kirtland Community College       $1,500
Ferris State University           $500
Oakland University         $500
University of Michigan       $1,500
University of Northwestern Ohio                    $500

Justin Alley
Garrett Anderson
Abbigail Ballard
Nicole Balser
Tala Barton
Taylor Barton
Connor Beard
Mollie Benert
Megan Bowen
Kenneth Brady
Kylie Breining
Jourdan Brent
Maria Brindley
Lyla Brock
Brandon Burzlaff
Devin Childs
Seth Cleeves
Kristina Clover

Shelby Coates
Brooke Coleman
Azalea Converse
Jace Courtemanche
Kailyn Delmotte
Madison Delotte
Katlyn Deming
Cole Eastman
Shawn Edmonds
Jeremy Fleszar
Sara Foster
Tessa Frank
Reed Galer
Lyndsey Gemmill
Hannah Gildner
Taylor Godfrey
Elizabeth Good
Jared Grezesak

Rhiannon Hall
Jenna Hawkins
Tyler Henry
Emily Heuss
Joshua Hughey
Quinci Inman
Alissa Jackson
Pena Jayden
Cade Johnson
Lyndsey Johnston
Gillian Jones
Tiffany Juergens
Cassidy Kamen
Hunter Kensa
Carley Killinger
Mara Krupinski
Hunter LaCusta
Whitney Layman

Congratulations to NCMCF’s 2017
Scholarship Recipients! 

New Funds Established in 2017

Christian Leibold
Molly Leslie      
Hunter Likavec
Aaron Locke
Emily Magnutz
Tessa Marchall
Alexis Marchese
Carissa Martin
Gabriel Matteson
Damian Maxey
Olivia Merrow
Alexandria Miller
Gavin Miller
Telsa Moore
MacKenzie Morris
Autumn Neff
Megan Neubecker
Seth Patterson

Garrett Paulson
Stacy Pitts
Brian Price
Samantha Rau-Gassman
Onnalexxia Reed
Alli Jo Reminder
Kylie Ritchey
Cameron Ritter
Richard Swartz
Cody VanGoethem
Karin Vaughn
Kacher Velam
Andrew Waack
Charles Wend
Lauren White
Alyson Winton
Adam Zettel
Julian Zettel

Human trafficking exists in Michigan. 
It’s an uncomfortable and alarming 
fact. Halfway through 2017, 8,524 cases 
of human trafficking were reported 
through the National Human Trafficking 
Hotline, with 305 of those reports 
coming from our state. Thankfully, 
there are organizations working hard to 
raise awareness and education about 
the issue. A 2017 NCMCF Community 
Impact grant to the Human Trafficking 
Community Group provided funding for 
two community presentations to health 
care providers and community members. 
The sessions focused on identifying 
potential victims and the steps to take for 
helping those victims.

• Mary Lockhart Charitable Gift Annuity Fund
• Kristin Marie Provoast Memorial Scholarship Fund
• Upper AuSable River Cedar Restoration Project Fund
• Lee H. Ward Memorial Scholarship Fund

Serving Crawford, Ogemaw and Oscoda Counties



Ms. Susann Kurtz
Ms. Ann LaFond
Ms. Janet M. LaFond
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Latreille
Mr. and Mrs. Larry R. Lenz
Mr. Donald T. Leslie
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence R. Lockhart
Ms. Mary Lockhart
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald N. Lucas
Mr. and Mrs. Mark E. Lux
M-10 Industries Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Marshall
Mason Griffith Founders
    Chapter-Trout Unlimited
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mayhew
Mr. and Mrs. Keith McCauley
Mr. and Mrs. Tom W. McCauley
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. McGrail Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Dwight McIntyre
Mrs. Maureen McNamara
Mr. Philip A. Mikulski
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald M. Morris
Mr. Kenneth Motyka
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Naffien
Mrs. Joyce C. Nelander
Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. Nelson
Mr. Darian L. Neubecker
The Nightmare, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Noble
Mr. and Mrs. Denny Norris
Ms. Nancy L. Nunn
Optimist Club of West Branch
Orioles Forever Advisory
    Committee
Mrs. Grace M. Orr
Our Lady of the Woods Shrine
Mr. and Mrs. George Parker
Ms. Leah R. Pauley
Mr. William F. Porritt Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. H. Joseph Porter
Mr. Donald F. Powers
Ms. Alison Powley
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Pregler
Mr. Adam Provoast
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Pugh
Mr. and Mrs. K.C. Pugsley
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Quinn
Mr. and Mrs. Mohamed Redissi
Ms. Loree Richardson Noel
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Rieger
Ms. Carol Rivers
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Robertson
Ms. Stacia Rogers
Ms. Mary Ellen Sappington Good
Mr. and Mrs. Walter B. Sappington
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald G. Schneider
Mr. and Mrs. Dale L. Schrock
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey C. Schubert
Mr. and Mrs. Lon V. Shadaker

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald G. Abraham
AuSable River Property Owners
     Association
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard E. Bak
Ms. Irene M. Baker
Ms. Judith Barnes
Ms. Shelley M. Barter
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Basile
Ms. Ellen Beard
Mr. Howard A. Becker Jr.
Mrs. Ruth Bedore
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Bellor
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Benjamin
Blamer Financial Services, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Bray
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Brewer
Ms. Lorraine Brindley
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Brindley
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Buhlman
Mr. and Mrs. Hugo L. Burzlaff
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Bushre
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy F. Butler
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Caon
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Carpenter
Ms. Elizabeth K. Carr
Mrs. Betty Lou Carscallen
Cedars for the AuSable
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey M. Chandler
Ms. Mary L. Chedester
Drs. Chris and Mary Chrysler
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Clayton
Mr. Richard k. Coates
Ms. Harriett H. Coe
Ms. Mary Cole
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cox
Mr. and Mrs. Jack C. Crandall
Crawford AuSable Excellence in
    Education Foundation
Crawford County Youth Advisory
    Council (YAC)
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Dale
Mr. and Mrs. Frank E. Darling
Mr. Florent David
Ms. Roseann Davis
Ms. Linda Delemeester
Mrs. Nancy DeMatio Carden
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. DeMatio
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas E. Dodge
Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Doorn
Ms. Ann M. Dozzi
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Drabek
Ms. Lynn B. Dunbar
Mr. and Mrs. Glen A. Eberly
Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. Ehinger
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Emerson
Dr. and Mrs. Timothy H. Eyth
Fairview Hardware, Inc.
Ms. Linda Farmer
Fernelius Chevrolet, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Fick
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Finn

Mr. and Mrs. William T. Foster
Ms. Daphne Fritz
Ms. Sharon Fritz
Glenn Frundel and
    Kathryn Root-Frundel
Mr. Thomas Galbraith
Ms. Wanda Gass
Mr. Barry E. Gaudette
Ms. Dianne Gavitt
Mr. and Mrs. Jack J. Gifford
Ms. Sandra Golden
Mr. Leroy R. Good
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald G. Gosnell
Ms. Genevra Gould Fox
Grayling Rotary Club
Ms. Sheryl L. Green
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Green
Ms. Vivian Greene
Griffin Beverage Company
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Griffin
Ms. Barbara Hammon
Handrich Trucking, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Hanson
Mr. and Mrs. James O. Hartford
Headwaters Chapter - Trout
    Unlimited
Mr. Robert Hegel
Mr. and Mrs. Edward N. Henig
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Hinkley
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher R. Holton
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth C. Hughey
Mr. Eugene Hutchins
Ms. Katherine A. Hutchins
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Hutchins
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald A. Illig
Mr. and Mrs. William Inman
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Izworski III
Ms. Ruth M. Jackson
Ms. Marilyn L. Jacob
Mr. Doug J. Jameson
Mr. and Mrs. Jim J. Janisch
Mr. and Mrs. Norman G. Jardis
Mr. Thomas M. Jarosz
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell J. Jegla
Ms. Helen M. Jennings
Mr. Peter M. Jennings
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Jensen
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn R. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Karasfoltz
Mrs. Carol Kerby
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Kesseler
Mr. and Mrs. Roger L. Kesseler
Ms. Cynthia G. Kimble
Kirtland Agency
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Kish
Kiwanis Club of West Branch
Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Klebba
Mrs. Patricia Kline
Ms. Carla Koch
Ms. Katharine A. Kohr
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph A. Kruch

A Very Special Thank You to Our Donors
(January 1 through December 31, 2017)

On behalf of the many community organizations and students that benefit from your generosity, the NCMCF Board of Directors and  
staff thank you! Your commitment to giving will continue to benefit our local communities for generations to come.
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Mr. and Mrs. Philip H. Shaw
Ms. Nancy Sheick-Burt
Ms. Evlyne H. Sheltrown
Mrs. D. Jane Short
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Short
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Short
Dr. and Mrs. Kevin M. Sloan
Ms. Jeanine A. Smith
Ms. Jill Smith
Ms. Debra Smitt
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Smutek
Mr. and Mrs. Jay W. Spaulding
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Stagray
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Stange
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Steelman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Steinhurst Jr.
Mr. Douglas W. Stephens
Steuernol & McLaren Funeral
    Homes, Inc.
Mr. Paul Stolze
Ms. Daniel Stoneback
Mrs. Muriel E. Straight
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Supina
Mr. and Mrs. Garfield Sutherland
Mr. and Mrs. Peter L. Swartz
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Chris VanNieuwenhuyzen
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. VanSickle
Mr. Werner von Daggenhausen
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin F. Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Wallman
Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Ward
Ms. Patricia A. Ward
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Warnecke
Weinlander Fitzhugh
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Westerfield
Whaley Steel Corporation
Mr. Charles M. White
Whittemore-Prescott Area Schools
Mr. Todd Wilber
Mr. and Mrs. George Wilkinson
Mr. Lee J. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Larry G. Winslow
Mr. and Mrs. William Winslow
Ms. Patsy Wiseman-Snider
Ms. Arlene Wolf
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Wyckoff
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Young
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Zawacki
Ms. Cathy A. Zimmerman
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Zubulake 
 
We take great care in 
acknowledging every donor 
of the North Central Michigan 
Community Foundation. If we 
have inadvertently misspelled 
or omitted your name, 
please accept our sincerest 
apologies, and advise us of any 
corrections. Thank you!
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$43.67 million

Of this total, affiliate foundations represent

$5.2 million $2.5 million
�er�in� �ra�ford, O�e�a� and Os�oda �ounties

$4.7 million

The North Central Michigan Community Foundation (NCMCF) is proud to be an affiliate of the Community Foundation 
for Northeast Michigan (CFNEM), which serves as the lead foundation and administrative arm for NCMCF. Through this 
partnership, NCMCF is part of a $43.67 million charitable organization whose investment and operating practices are 

nationally accredited through National Standards for U.S. Community Foundations®. Every gift and every grant is managed 
carefully for maximum impact in our communities. Of the nine counties in our lead foundation’s northeast Michigan service 
area, the North Central Michigan Community Foundation serves three: Crawford, Ogemaw and Oscoda Counties. Every gift 

received is used for the purpose and place intended, forever. 
So give where you live, and give where you love!

Youth Advisory Councils - 
Inspiring a New Generation of Philanthropists

The Youth Advisory Council program, or YAC, of the North Central 
Michigan Community Foundation is one of the most important 
programs available to our local kids. Why? Because it 
is inspiring a new generation of service-minded, charitably-
inclined people.

Through this unique program, young people directly engage in 
building leadership skills through community service and the 
grantmaking process. They also learn about the important role 
played by philanthropy in creating a better life for all of us.

Local youth are responsible for determining where critical grant 
funding from the Crawford, Ogemaw and Oscoda County Kellogg 
Youth Funds at NCMCF will go for the benefit of their fellow 
youth, and the whole community.

To help guide their grantmaking decisions, every three years, 
our YACs conduct a survey to evaluate what their peers feel are 
the issues affecting them the most. The most recent survey, 
conducted in December 2017, showed a notable shift in those 
issues. Stress issues, and mental health and depression moved 
significantly higher, coming out at numbers one and two on the 
list respectively. Throughout the next three years, our YACs will 
be working to target those issues, as well as others in the top ten, 
with their available grant funds.

Top 10 current youth issues, as determined by 
youth of Crawford, Ogemaw and Oscoda Counties 
(158 survey respondents)
1. Stress Issues
2. Depression and Mental Health
3. Teen Substance Abuse
4. Self-Esteem Issues
5. Teen Suicide
6. Bullying and/or Cyber Bullying
7. Teen Sexual Behavior
8. School Work/Homework
9. Body Image/Appearance Issues
10. Lack of Things to Do Locally

Construction of this 
Ga Ga Ball Pit was 
supported through 
a YAC grant to St. 
Joseph School from the 
Ogemaw County Youth 
Advisory Council.
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