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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Each year the Community Foundation for Northeast Michigan (CFNEM), by sharing this annual 

report, honors and thanks our donors and celebrates the power of giving. This report serves to 

give a glimpse of the foundation’s accomplishments over the past year.   

 

As you will see, the power of giving reaches far beyond the four lead CFNEM counties of Alcona, 

Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle.  Iosco County Community Foundation, Straits Area 

Community Foundation (Cheboygan County), and North Central Michigan Community 

Foundation (Crawford, Ogemaw, Oscoda counties) represent the communities in our affiliate 

group. The foundation has a strong belief in the power of connecting people, ideas and resources 

to improve the lives of all those who live in the northeast region of Michigan. 

 

CFNEM enjoyed 22% growth this past year, receiving gifts totaling $1,664,593 with donors 

establishing 8 new funds to bring the total of all our funds to 407.  Tailoring funds to meet the 

specific charitable goals of each donor is the mission of the foundation, creating a diverse 

community asset.  In looking at the 407 funds, 119 were designated by donors for specific agencies, 

77 were established by agencies, 31 were donor-advised where the donor decides every year which 

charities should receive grants from their fund, 27 were field-of-interest funds, 118 were 

scholarship funds, 23 were unrestricted, and 12 were split-interest funds where the donors set up 

trusts with the Community Foundation as their trustee. CFNEM distributed $960,070 in grants to 

support community projects this year. 

 

The foundation fits into the community mosaic by focusing on the roles and responsibilities that 

philanthropy plays in addressing the hope for humankind. You, our donor partners, share this 

passion for a vibrant community so together we will make a difference for those who live, work, 

and visit northeast Michigan. 

 

We need you to be a part of the foundation’s continued growth to help address the current and 

future needs of our communities. You can find more information, reports, and ways to collaborate 

on our website at www.cfnem.org  

 

The Community Foundation, in essence, is a community of donors. The effort of many people, 

organizations, and community leaders working together created this great region where we live.  

As Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can 

change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” 
 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Moody Keller 

        2012 President of the CFNEM Board 
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COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FOR NORTHEAST MICHIGAN BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

 

Sue Keller – President 

Chuck Manning – Vice President 

Esther Ableidenger – Secretary 

Tom Sobeck – Treasurer 

Ann Burton – Past President 

Kari Ataman – Youth Trustee  

Chris Baumgardner 

Ben Bolser 

Kate Bruski 

Dave Cook 

Natalie DeFour – Youth Trustee 

Brendan Fleishans 

Jerry Gosnell (NCMCF representative 

Lora Greene 

Tony Johnson (ICCF representative) 

Jennifer Lee (SACF representative) 

John MacMaster 

Dave Post 

Terri Rondeau 

Bill Speer 

Carl Woloszyk 
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Standing Left to right: 

DeeAnn Karos, Fund and Account Manager 

Christine Bruske-Hitch, Program Associate 

Julie Wiesen, Program Director  

 

Seated: 

Barbara Willyard, Executive Director 

 





Northeast Michigan Youth Advisory Council (NEMYAC) 

NEMYAC is a permanent committee of the Community Foundation for Northeast Michigan (CFNEM) 
and is comprised of approximately 60 students and eight adult advisors from the counties of Alcona, 
Alpena, Montmorency, and Presque Isle.  Since April of 1993, YAC members have recommended nearly 
$900,000 in grants for the four county service area. Thanks to a challenge grant from the W.K.Kellogg 
Foundation, CFNEM’s YAC has over $1 million permanently endowed in a youth field-of-interest fund. 
The fund provides nearly $50,000 each year to be allocated for youth related programs and projects.  

 

  

 

 

                                         

                      

                        

                         

  

  

 

 

 

   

         

 

 

 

 

 

       
 

 

 

 

YAC grants 

assist with a 

wide variety 

of programs 

and projects 

for youth in 

northeast 

Michigan.  



  

 

Affiliate Youth Advisory Councils (YAC) 

During 2012, the Straits Area 
Youth Advisory Council 
(SAYAC) awarded $4,300 in 
grants to youth programs in 
Cheboygan County and 
Mackinaw City. 

SAYAC Grant 

RIGHT – SAYAC awarded a $750 
grant to Wolverine Community 
Schools to purchase 20 Garmin 
watches for the school’s cross 

country team.  

Straits Area Community FoundaƟon YAC 

NCMCF’s  Ogemaw  County 
Youth  Advisory  Council  (YAC) 
awarded  the  Ogemaw  District 
Library  an  $835  grant  to 
purchase  supplies,  curriculum 
guides  and  equipment,  as well 
as  funding  for  weekly  family 
programs  and  performances. 
 
The  West  Branch  District 
Library  also  received  a  $300 
mini grant to offset the costs of 
their  2013  summer  program 
for children. 

NCMCF YAC Grant 

NCMCF YACs learn about philanthropy 
through grantmaking and community 
service.  Above, YACers aƩend the 
2012 Summer Youth Leadership 
Conference in Lansing, Mich. with 
hundreds of other youth grantmakers 
from across the country. 

North Central Michigan Community FoundaƟon YAC 

In 2012, the ICCF YAC 
awarded $12,110 in grants 
to youth programs in Iosco 
County’s communiƟes. 

 
LeŌ: ICCF YAC members 
parƟcipate in Iosco County’s 
Relay for Life events to help 
raise money for cancer 
research. 

ICCF YAC Grant ICCF YAC awarded a 
$1,250 grant to 
Special Olympics 
Michigan to 
purchase new warm
‐up uniforms for 
Iosco County 
athletes who 
parƟcipate in Special 
Olympics events. 

     CFNEM’s affiliate Youth Advisory Councils (YAC) award grants each year to youth programs in their communiƟes.  
Young people in Iosco County (ICCF), Crawford, Ogemaw and Oscoda CounƟes (NCMCF), and Cheboygan County and 
Mackinaw City (SACF) benefit from these grants.  YAC members learn about the power of philanthropy, and it 
empowers them to make a real difference in their communiƟes through grantmaking and service. 

Iosco County Community FoundaƟon YAC 
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2012 Memorial Gifts 
Lorraine Balogh         Charles & Minnie Basel Dorothy Couture 

Hazel Crittenden  Eunice Cruzen  Stella Demsk 

Nadine Finkbeiner  Jeannette Franks  Margaret Gabara 

Sylvia M. Grant  Lorena Grubbs  Thelma Hartwick 

Helen Hepler  Carl Peter Hoppe  Margaret Kowalski  

Mary Ann LeClerc  Hugh Manning  Celia Nowak 

Bernadette Seguin Orlowski Emily Py   Betty Schaff 

Rita Seguin  Dorothy, Janet & Marilyn Schmidt 

Ruth Schmidt  Hazel Schmitkons  Marguerite Sobczak 

Jim Stafford  Edward W. Timm  Chris Wyns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diamond Members ($10,000 or more) 
Margo A. Dorn 

Estate of Betty Krueger** 

  Platinum Members ($5,000 - $9,000) 
  Audrey J. Stevens** 

Sterling Members ($10 - $4,999) 
Esther Hines 

Ableidinger** 

The Alpena News 

Anonymous 

Melanie Aikens 

Marcia Aten 

Beverly Attwell 

Roy &  Marlene Bartz 

Mr. Carl O. Basel** 

Carol A. Beatty 

Valerie Beatty 

Jeanette Beegle 

Bonnie Benghauser* 

Clara Benghauser* 

Kristin Benghauser 

Kelley A. Blade 

Brigetta Rose Bobolts 

Janice K. Boboltz 

Penny Boldrey 

Ann Boucher 

Brandy Boucher 

Vicki Bridge 

Kelly Bruning, Soaps 

& Such, LLC 

Barbara Bruske 

Christine Bruske-

Hitch** 

Judith A. Burns 

Ann Kelly Burton** 

Susan Buslepp** 

Dorothy L. Carr 

Genevieve H. Cavin 

Margaret Connon** 

Betty Connors 

Marie J. Coombs 

Nancy B. Coombs** 

Robert J. Coombs 

Michelle Woolman 

Cornish 

Elizabeth J. Cosbitt 

Barbara Crittenden 

Tammie Crittenden 

Mari Crow 

Linda Currier 

Julie Curtis 

Dawn Diamond-

Gentry 

Julie Dietz** 

Isabel Donnan 

Elbridge & Marion S. 

Dunckel 

Kathleen & Eric 

Dunckel 

Teri Dziubinski 

Amy Essex 

Julie Ferguson 

Bret D. Finzel** 

Susan Fitzpatrick** 

Charon K. Fletcher** 

Jim & Ann Florip 

Stephanie Florip 

Marilyn Frank 

Geneva E. French 

Family of John Fueger 

Joanne Gallagher** 

Marge Granlund 

Linda Kaye Greene 

Law Office of Lora 

Greene 

Mary Kay Griswold 

Margie Haaxma 

Doreen Hall 

Marianne Hall 

Audrey Heath 

Lisa M. Hilberg 

Bonny L. Hildebrand 

Georgene L. 

Hildebrand** 

Priscilla Homola 

Patricia & Rob 

Hummel 

Grace Idalski 

Raleigh A. Jacques 

Carol Johnston 

Judith M. Jones 

Sarah J. Jonovich 

Elizabeth Juziuk 

DeeAnn Karos 

Sue Moody Keller 

Diana Kelly 

Jennie V. Kerr** 

Barbara J. Kett 

Lois A. Kish 

John & Julie Kowalski 

Dorothy K. 

LaFleche** 

Nancy Lamp 

Mary L. Lappan** 

League of Women 

Voters/ Alpena 

County 

Mary Kay Lee 

Marcelle Levitt 

Vicky Lindsay 

Sally Lindsey 

Kelli Liske 

Carol E. Lund 

Phyllis J. Manitz 

Brenda Manning 

Margaret Louise 

Manning 

Irma Marquardt** 

Betty Masters 

Julie McCoy 

Mayford Meixell 

Catherine Moore 

Kelli Moore 

Amy Nadolsky 

Camille Nerkowski 

Vernie Nethercut 

Gayle Nowak 

Diane O’Connor 

Deborah O’Dell 

Dorothy A. Ohmart 

Patricia Boudreau 

Ohmart 

Elaine Orr 

Lorie Pahlkotter 

Nan Patterson 

Sherry Paulsell 

Janet Grant 

Pfieffenberger** 

Sandra Pilgrim-Lewis 

Donna M. Powell 

Elaine Preuss 

Phyllis P. Ratz  

Shirley Rau 

Reflections Salon 

Janet Reins 

Mickey Resnick 

Margaret Ricker  

Barbara Habitz Rigg 

Julie Rumbles 

Mary Pat Sabourin 

Linda Sansom 

Pat Schultz 

Patricia A. Schultz** 

Carol Schmidt Shafto 

Sharon P. Sheldon 

Diane L. Sims 

Elizabeth Smigelski** 

Julie Smith-Mandrick 

Robin N. Snyder 

Diane Speer 

Jane E. Speer 

Germaine Stoppa 

Linda Suneson 

Sarah Sylvester 

Mary Jane Thomson 

Phyllis Tippman 

Helen A. Timm 

Jacquelyn Timm** 

Jena Townsend 

Charlotte Tulgetske 

Bonnie L. Urlaub 

Julie Usher 

Connie Vorenkamp 

Claudia Werner 

Yvonne White 

Judy Wienczewski 

Chuck Wiesen 

Julie Wiesen** 

Marie Fueger 

Williams 

Barbara A. Willyard** 

Marli Moon Wils 

Audrey Wilson 

Christina Wilson 

Kim M. Wilson 

Lynn Wilson 

Mary E. Wilson 

Carol Witherbee 

Leona Wisniewski 

Delores Wojcicki 

Dolly Zeller** 

 

 

*  Deceased 

** Founding Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Giving Circles 

Aid By The Dozen Group No. 2 

The Alpena News 

The First Ones 

Gals Always Young Home Study Group 

League of Women Voters  of Alpena County 

Reflections Salon 

Thursday Night Wine Ladies 

2012 Honorary Gifts 
Esther & Mike Ableidinger  Kristin Berles  Jan Boboltz  Marie Deno   

Marion Dunckel    Mary Dunckel  Kay Greene  Mary Ann Gunderson  

Pat Halleck   Cindy Hartman   Patricia E. Hoppe  Laurie Jackowiak,  D.V.M. and Staff 

Carol Lund   Sylvia J. Pfeiffenberger Debra Post   Marva Smith   

Carol Steineman   Dallas Ann Tomlin  Pam Tippman  Julie Wiesen   

Marie Williams   

 






